
Please can you help us with understanding the cleaning and sterilisation 
processes that orthopaedic surgical instruments are typically exposed to in your 
department.  

We are trying to understand a little more about the requirements for the 
robustness of instruments, especially with regard to chemical exposure, so if you 
can give us as much information as possible about the chemicals used in the 
processes it will be extremely useful. 

If there are any questions that you think are applicable to the processes you use 
but you do not know the answer please indicate as such - i.e. Put ??? in the 
answer field. 

If you can provide information regarding whom we should address these 
questions to that would be appreciated. 

If there are any questions that you feel are just not applicable to your processes 
please also indicate this i.e. write NA in the answer field or just put a line through 
the question. 

 

Considering the processes you use PRIOR TO USE of the instruments 

Is there generally a manual cleaning process?  YES  NO  

Does it differ from that used post use? YES  NO  

If yes, 
specify. 

 

Is there generally an automated cleaning process? YES  NO  

Does it differ from that used post use? YES  NO  

If yes, 
specify. 

 

Is there generally a sterilisation process? YES  NO  

Does it differ from that used post use? YES  NO  

If yes, 
specify. 

 

Considering the processes you use AFTER USE of the instruments: 

Do you attempt to dismantle instruments? YES  NO  
ONLY IF 

INSTRUCTED 
 

Do you follow manufacturer’s instructions? YES  NO  

What type of qualifications do your staff have? 

IN HOUSE  NVQ  

SUPPLIER   NONE  

OTHER  PLEASE STATE : City  & Guilds and Institute 

of Decontamination Science qualification 



Can you provide information about the MANUAL CLEAN process that you use: 

Is there generally a pre- soak? YES  NO  

Minimum soak time? Various minutes 

Which detergents are used? Enzymatic 

Do you use detergent during the manual scrub? YES  NO  

Which detergent is used for manual scrubbing? Enzymatic 

Do you have ultrasound cleaning facilities? YES  NO  

Do you use ultrasound as standard? YES  NO  

Typical ultrasound temp / time? N/A N/A 

Typical detergent used for ultrasound? N/A 

Can you provide information about the AUTOMATED WASH cycle that is used:  

Are your machines validated? YES: HTM2030  YES: ISO15883  

 YES: OTHER  PLEASE STATE 

Do you use RO water? YES  NO  

Automated washer make/ model? Various makes and models are in use. 

Typical wash temp / time? 90°C   1 minute 

Which detergent is used in automated washers? Manufacturer specific 

Do you need a neutraliser? YES  NO  

Neutraliser manufacturer? N/A 

Neutralisation temp / time? N/A N/A 

Disinfection temp / time? N/A N/A 

Drying temp / time? N/A N/A 

Total time for cycle? N/A 

Can you provide information about the STERILISATION cycle that is used:  

Do you use pulsed air removal/steam injection? YES  NO  

Do you use a freesteam process? YES  NO  

Typical freesteam time? 3 minutes 

Typical Sterilisation temp / time? 134-137 °C 3 minutes 

Typical Drying temp / time? 60 °C 
20 minutes under 
Vacuum  

Cooling cycle aided by vacuum? YES  NO  

Approx: Removal temperature? 80 °C 

Can you provide information about the STEAM that is used during sterilisation:  

Do you use centrally generated steam? YES  NO  

If yes: Can you provide us with information about 
chemicals added to the boiler or maintenance? 

N/A N/A 



Please tell us which chemicals or who we may 
speak to about the boiler maintenance.  

N/A 

If No: Do you use mains water to provide steam? YES  NO  

Or: Do you use deionised/RO/Distilled water to 
provide steam? 

YES  NO  

Is your water softened? YES  NO  

 
 
 


